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(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To easily designate copy 
machines to be linked in the case of performing copy while 
linking the plural copy machines. 

SOLUTION: A cluster is designated in a compound system 
1 00A and the copy system of default previously registered 
corresponding to the relevant cluster is displayed. On the 
picture of the cluster, the state of a copy system is displayed 
as well. The copy system of default is canceled from 
displayed contents and the copy system to be really used is 
designated by operating the start of linking again. 
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SPECIFICATION <EXCERPT> 

[0019] In this example, each time a page is read, the read data 
is written in a hard disk of a host device. Then, the data is 
successively transferred to the slave unit, and is written in each hard 
disk of the slave unit. However, after a document is entirely read 
and is written in the hard disk of the host device, image data of a 
series of pages may be collectively transferred to the slave unit. 
The transfer to the slave unit may be serialized or may be 
simultaneously performed. Furthermore, image data on a per page 
basis may be handled on a per block basis by dividing the image data 
into blocks. 
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